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[COUNCIL DISTRICTS]

If approved by the voters on March 3, 2020, this ballot measure would amend existing Santa
Clara City Charter Sections 600 and 700.1, and add a new Section 700.2, to establish a by-
district election system for the election of Council Members. Voters could vote only for the
candidates running in the Council District in which they reside. The Mayor, City Clerk and Chief
of Police would continue to be elected at-large.

After a trial under the California Voting Rights Act, the Santa Clara County Superior Court -
entered a judgment requiring the City to hold single-member district elections under a court-
ordered six-district map for both the 2018 and 2020 elections. The City of Santa Clara’s Charter
currently provides for the voters to elect Council Members from the entire City at-large. Each
candidate must designate which numbered seat they are running for. If approved, the ballot
measure would amend the City Charter to require that the 2020 election be held for the four
open Council offices in Districts 1, 4, 5 and 6 appearing on the court-ordered six-district map.

The charter amendment would further require that after the 2020 United States census the
Council would appoint an independent districting committee to draw district boundaries to create
three Council Districts that would each be represented by two Council Members.

The charter amendment also contains a transition plan to ensure that all voters are able to elect
one Council Member in each election. The transition plan would operate as follows:

e Inthe November 8, 2022 election, the voters in the two Council Districts where there is
one open seat would each elect one Council Member to a 4-year term.

e Inthe November 5, 2024 election, the voters of the two Council Districts where there is
one open seat would each elect a Council Member to a 4-year term, and the voters of
the Council District that has fwo open seats would elect two Council Members: one for a
4-year term and one for a 2-year term. The candidate who receives the most votes in
that District would be elected for the 4-year term; and the candidate who receives the
second most votes would be elected for the 2-year term.

e Beginning with the 2026 election, and each election thereafter, each Council Membe
would serve a 4-year term. :

If approved, the ballot measure would also amend the Charter to require a 30-day residency
requirement for all candidates to City elective offices, such that a candidate would have to show
that he or she has resided in the City, and in the case of Council candidates in the District, for at
least 30 days prior to the last date to file for the candidacy.

A “Yes’ vote would establish Council district elections in the City Charter. There would be three
districts with two council members elected by the voters in each district.

A “No” vote would leave in place the existing City Charter provisions, requiring that.all City
Council Members be elected at-large by seat number.
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