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ABOUT THE SANTA CLARA POLICE DEPARTMENT K-9 UNIT
The Santa Clara Police Department uses a process for selecting police officers to become canine (K9) handlers.  A K9 handler is a full-time specialized assignment within the Special Operations Division of the Santa Clara Police Department.  

The Santa Clara Police Department K9 program was established to primarily augment police services within our community and the department.  

The Santa Clara Police Department’s K9 Unit is made up of highly skilled K9 handlers and police service dogs (PSD).  K9 teams are utilized to supplement police operations with locating individuals, contraband, and apprehending criminal offenders.  

POLICE SERVICE DOG BREEDS
German Shepherds and Belgian Malinois.

USE OF POLICE SERVICE DOG
· Review SCPD Canine Policy
· Area Search
· Building Search
· High Risk Car Stop
· Citizen | Officer Protection
· Tracking | Trailing
· Community Demonstrations, “Pet & Talk” events

POLICE SERVICE DOG LIMITATIONS	
· Deployment expectations
· PSD experience
· Odor
· Physical
· Terrain | Search Hazards

DEPLOYMENT CONSIDERATIONS
· Review SCPD Use of Force Policy
· Review SCPD Body Worn Camera Policy
· Outside Agency Request for Assistance




PSD EQUIPMENT
· PSD equipment can depend on deployment type
· Review PSD equipment

SEARCHING WITH A PSD
· PSD conduct during search
· Officer conduct during search with PSD
· Team movement | Covering threats | 360° security
· Entering an area being searched by PSD | Searching on your own | Under objects
· Communicating possible threats
· If you become separated from the search team
· If you encounter the PSD during the search

TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS
· AREA SEARCH
· Residential | Commercial | Open area 
· Establishing Perimeter
· Designating search/ contact team(s)
· Designating arrest team(s)

· BUILDING SEARCH
· Residential | Commercial
· Size of structure | Single Story | Multi-story
· Roof | Attic | Crawl Space
· Establishing Perimeter
· Designating search/ contact team(s)
· Designating arrest team(s)

· HIGH RISK CAR STOP
· Terrain | Environmental hazards
· Number of involved occupants (If known)
· Vehicle Positioning | Mobility
· Patrol Car Positioning
· Designating search/ contact team(s)
· Designating arrest team(s)

· TRACKING | TRAILING
· Threats | Hazards
· Odor
· Terrain
· Perimeter considerations
· Time of day | time elapse




· CITIZEN | OFFICER PROTECTION
· Review of SCPD Less-lethal weapons Policy
· PSD use as element of arrest team
· Stand alone or in conjunction with add’l Less-lethal options
· Conducted Electrical Weapon (CEW) considerations & limitations

HANDLER INCAPACITATION | HANDLER DOWN DURING PSD DEPLOYMENT
· Officer Rescue
· PSD conduct during rescue
· Recalling | Retrieving | Isolating PSD
· Securing PSD in patrol car or safe area

SUSPECT ARREST
· Arrest team roles
· Medical treatment
· Notifications | Communication

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)	
· PPE helps protect against exposure to biological matter
· Discussion of PPE

REPORT WRITING
· Review SCPD Report Writing Policy

COMMUNITY DEMONSTRATIONS | PET & TALK Events
· Discuss types of demonstrations and “Pet & Talk” events
· Contact one of our K9 handlers if you are interested in scheduling a community event

