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COVID-19 Update (March 19, 2020, 5:30 p.m.)
Source:  
City of Santa Clara Communications/Emergency Operations Center  
Contacts:  
Lenka Wright, Director of Communications, 408-615-5515 or lwright@santaclaraca.gov 
City of Santa Clara Media Line: 408-615-2181 or communications@santaclaraca.gov 

Resources:
Website: SantaClaraCA.gov/CoronavirusUpdates
Follow us on Twitter: @SantaClaraCity
______________________________________________________________________
This is a summary of the City of Santa Clara’s latest response efforts along with impacts to local events and City programs/services due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) public health emergency.
Current Developments
· [bookmark: _Hlk35521608][bookmark: _Hlk35519623]City Launches Supplemental Meals Program for Seniors in Santa Clara  
· In coordination with Santa Clara Firefighters Foundation, Spectra Venue Management and Levy Premium Food Services, the City of Santa Clara is acting quickly to organize a supplemental food distribution program for seniors who are being urged to self-isolate for their own safety.
· Effective Friday, March 20, the catering resources of the City-owned Santa Clara Convention Center will shift into high gear to prepare weekend food packages for distribution to seniors.  
· These packages, consisting of two breakfasts and two lunches, will be delivered to homebound seniors and individuals who sign up for the program through the City’s Senior Center Nutrition Program. 
· Members of the Santa Clara Firefighters Foundation have volunteered to deliver these packages.   
· This effort will leverage the existing Monday through Friday meal service with weekend nutrition for senior Santa Clara residents, age 60 and up.

· City to Partner with Santa Clara Unified School District for Supplemental Weekend Meal Program for Children  
· In the coming week, the City will partner with the Santa Clara Unified School District to offer a supplemental weekend meal program for children, under the age of 18.
· Utilizing school sites as points of distribution, the City will distribute the weekend food packages by utilizing City staff along with registered City volunteers.  
· Currently registered volunteers with the City, who would like to volunteer to help with this program, are asked to email helpinghands@santaclaraca.gov with your name, phone number and email address.

· Water & Sewer Utilities reminds the public to throw away disinfecting wipes or paper towels in the trash. Do not flush them down the toilet.  
· Flushing wipes and paper towels will clog sewers, potentially causing backups and overflows at wastewater treatment facilities. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Even wipes labeled “flushable” will clog pipes and interfere with sewage collection and treatment. Throw them away.

· The State of California recently debuted a website dedicated to the California coronavirus (COVID-19) response, COVID19.CA.gov.
Latest Changes for Upcoming Events 
The City’s Annual Cleanup Campaign, originally planned for April 27-May 22, 2020, is now canceled.
· Staff will evaluate whether the four-week program can be rescheduled for August or September.
· The annual cleanup allows residents to set out bulky items that are not routinely collected by weekly garbage, Clean Green and recycling collection services.
The following events, previously scheduled for April, are also now canceled:
· Citywide Garage Sale, April 11 
· Earth Day/Arbor Day, April 23  
· Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Event, April 25 
Meetings
At this time, a special meeting of the City Council and a Santa Clara Stadium Authority regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 24. The meeting set-up in Council Chambers reflects social distancing requirements and is in line with the County of Santa Clara’s latest order to slow the virus’ spread. 
City Programs and Services
[bookmark: _Hlk35522185]Residential Garbage & Recycling
· At this time, the City of Santa Clara expects no interruption of regular garbage and recycling services during the COVID-19 outbreak. Garbage and recycling will be collected on your regular scheduled day.
· Service providers will be focusing on collection and will not be able to accommodate changes in container sizes for the time being. 
· During this period, Extra Garbage Bag Tags may be purchased over the phone and will be mailed directly to residents. Call the Finance Department at 408-615-2300 for details.
Senior Nutrition Program
· Beginning Friday, March 20, 2020, the Santa Clara Senior Center will provide to-go drive through meals (curbside pick-up) from 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, for persons 60 years of age or older. 
· Please call 408-615-3170 for a meal reservation. Calls must be made by 12 p.m. the business day before the meal is to be picked up.
As of March 11, 2020, the City’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC) has partially activated to increase our ability to maintain situational awareness and coordinate public information for this rapidly evolving situation.
Subscribe to the City News eNotification list to receive the latest updates on this public health emergency.
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