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Agenda
• Introductions and Welcome
• Explanation of the proposed project
• Overview of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) process
• Preliminary scope of the EIR
• Public input on the scope of the EIR
• Adjournment
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Introduction and Welcome
Meeting Purpose
• To provide information on the EIR process
• To give you a brief overview of the project
• To get your input on the scope of the EIR

• Topics to be analyzed in the EIR
• Alternatives to be analyzed in the EIR
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Project Area
• The proposed Focus Area 

encompasses approximately 108 
gross acres in an employment-rich 
area of northern Santa Clara.

• Includes several moderate-intensity 
office and industrial parks

• Surface parking
• And the Santa Clara Marriot  
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Proposed Project
Part 1: Freedom Circle Focus Area Plan
• The Focus Area Plan will describe the vision for the Freedom 

Circle Area as an intensely urban environment, with Great 
America Parkway and Mission College Boulevard retaining 
their commercial character. 

• The Plan will also
• Outline overarching goals for the study area with regard to land use, 

mobility and circulation, open space and community amenities. 
• Establish a set of policies designed to help implement each goal. 
• Provide direction on urban design principles and guidelines. 

Freedom Circle 



Proposed Project
Part 2: Greystar General Plan Amendment
• The Greystar General Plan Amendment proposes to change 

the General Plan land use designation for the 13.3 acre 
Greystar site from High Intensity Office (maximum Floor 
Area Ratio of 2.0) to Very High Density Residential (51-100 
Dwelling Unit/Acre). 

• The proposal also includes removing existing view easements 
along the Bayshore Freeway (US 101) and relocating the City 
of Santa Clara/Great America sign from its current location 
to the southeastern corner of the property.
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Proposed Project
Draft Land Use Plan - Growth projections
The Focus Area would allow, subject to a future planning study:
• 2,500 dwelling units beyond those anticipated in the Greystar General Plan Amendment, and 

• 2 million square feet of additional office space beyond that allowed under the current high-
intensity office designation.

Greystar is proposing:
• 1,100 dwelling units in three 7-story buildings (100 feet max height) 
• A two-acre public park with a connection to the San Tomas Aquino Creek trail, and 
• up to 2,000 square feet of neighborhood-serving retail. 
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CEQA
What is an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)?
• An informational document designed to inform the public and decision 

makers about potential environmental impacts of a project
• A problem-solving tool  to avoid or less project impacts:

• Mitigation measures
• Alternatives

• Environmental impacts are just one of the factors decision makers consider



CEQA
Key Components of the EIR
• Executive Summary
• Project Description
• Environmental Impact Analysis

• Existing Environmental Setting
• Thresholds of Significance
• Project Impacts
• Cumulative Impacts
• Mitigation Measures
• Significance After Mitigation

• Alternatives
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CEQA
Preliminary Scope of the EIR
• The EIR will be a program level document that analyzes the broad environmental effects of 

the project. 

• The analysis will focus on the issues present in the project area and potentially impacted, 
including:
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CEQA
The EIR Process

Distribute Notice of Preparation

Prepare Draft EIR

File Notice of Completion & post Notice of 
Availability of Draft EIR

Public review (45-day minimum)

Prepare Final EIR, including response to 
comments on Draft EIR

Prepare findings and, if applicable, 
Statement of Overriding Considerations

Lead agency certifies EIR, makes decision on 
project; file Notice of Determination

Solicit input on 
content of Draft 

EIR

Solicit comments 
on adequacy of 

Draft EIR
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Next Steps
• Helping us refine the scope of the EIR
• Overall project timeline

Freedom Circle 



Helping us refine the EIR Scope
Provide your comments on the scope of the EIR
• Environmental topics to be addressed
• Alternatives to be evaluated

Please provide your comments by 5:00 PM on July 27, 2020
Comments can be emailed to JDavidson@SantaClaraCA.gov, or mailed to:

City of Santa Clara – Community Development Dept.
Attn: John Davidson, Principal Planner

1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, California 95050
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