Sunnyvale
September 13, 2021

City Hall
456 West Olive Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3707
TDD/TYY 408-730-7501

Rebecca Bustos, Senior Planner sunnyvale.ca.gov
City of Santa Clara

Planning Division

1500 Warburton Avenue

Santa Clara, CA 95050

Sent via e-mail: rbustos@santaclaraca.gov; planningpubliccomment@santaclaraca.gov

Re: Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Patrick Henry Drive
Specific Plan

Dear Ms. Bustos:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)
for the proposed Patrick Henry Drive (PHD) Specific Plan in Santa Clara. The City of
Sunnyvale supports the development of a specific plan for the Patrick Henry Drive area
that would create an integrated urban village with housing opportunities near places of
employment. This letter includes comprehensive comments from multiple City of
Sunnyvale departments.

DEIR Comments

1. Specific Plan Version included in EIR Analysis: The Final EIR should specify the
version of the specific plan draft included in the EIR analysis. It is assumed that the
EIR analyzed the public draft released in March 2021. The City of Sunnyvale
provided comments on Chapters 4 and 5 of the public draft in April 2021 and we are
interested in whether updates to the draft plan are in progress to address our
comments.

2. Existing Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge across Calabazas Creek: The existing
pedestrian/bicycle bridge across Calabazas Creek, linking together Sunnyvale and
Santa Clara, should be shown on plan area diagrams (including, but not limited to
Figures 3.5, 3.6, 3.6-ALT, 3.7, 3.7-ALT, 12.1, and 17.1). The discussion on page
17-22 references this existing bridge and infers it will remain with the development
of the specific plan.

3. Future Pedestrian/Bicycle Connections across Calabazas Creek/Calabazas Creek
Trail Improvements: As noted in the City’s NOP comment letter from January 2020,
please clarify whether the specific plan is proposing future physical connection(s)
across Calabazas Creek to the greenway in the plan area, and whether
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improvements are proposed on the Calabazas Creek Trail from US-101 to the Bay
Trail. If so, the improvements should be described in the Final EIR, and fair share
payments towards construction should be included as part of the plan
implementation.

. Tasman Corridor Complete Streets Study (VTA): As noted in the City’s NOP
comment letter from January 2020, we would like the specific plan to implement
improvements as described in the VTA’s Tasman Corridor Complete Streets study.
Specifically, sidewalks should be widened on the south side of Tasman Drive on the
bridge over Calabazas Creek. Bicycle lanes should be included to make the
segment continuous with the existing bicycle lanes along Tasman Drive.

. Stadium Parking: As noted in the City’s NOP comment letter from January 2020,
currently the parking on the east side of Old Ironsides Drive is used by the stadium
for events. Please provide a discussion of where replacement parking will be
located, and how the proposed specific plan will coexist with the traffic circulation
plan for stadium events, especially during construction of future projects. We are
concerned that a potential lack of parking options within Santa Clara may push
stadium goers into Sunnyvale’s streets looking for parking.

Moreover, please provide an update to the current Levi’s Stadium parking plan (as
part of the Transportation Management and Operations Plan -- TMOP) to show how
the Levi’s Stadium project will still meet its commitments outlined in that project EIR
without the parking the sites on the east side of Old Ironsides Drive provides.

. Connectivity Analysis: As noted in the City’s NOP comment letter from January

2020, connectivity is very important to the City of Sunnyvale. We did not see the

EIR analyze the following connections:

a. Connections to major destinations in Sunnyvale, including shopping at
Tasman/Fair Oaks.

b. Pedestrian and bicycle connectivity on public streets (including closing gaps
along Tasman Drive).

c. Any proposed pedestrian and bicycle connections across Calabazas Creek.

. Aesthetics Chapter

a. Page 4-12: The discussion for Policy 5.3.1-P29 should address taller building
heights along Calabazas Creek that interface with Sunnyvale low-density single-
family neighborhoods.

b. Page 4-13: The discussion for Policy 5.3.4-P7 should indicate which PHD
guidelines and standards address stepping building heights down to the rear
along Calabazas Creek.

. Land Use Chapter
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a. Page 12-2: In paragraph (c) Surrounding Land Uses., please add “single-family”
to the last part of the sentence - “...and single-family residential neighborhoods
in the City of Sunnyvale to the west, past Calabazas Creek.”

b. Page 12-8: The discussion in the fifth paragraph (or second paragraph from the
bottom of the page) should provide examples of how plan components would
provide smooth transitions with adjacent neighborhoods and areas, particularly
the Sunnyvale low-density single-family neighborhoods along Calabazas Creek.

9. Transportation Chapter

a. Intersection of Tasman Drive and Fair Oaks Avenue (Sunnyvale): The
intersection of Tasman Drive and Fair Oaks Avenue in Sunnyvale should be
included in the analysis. Per Background and Background Plus Project peak hour
traffic volumes at the intersection of Tasman Drive and Lawrence Expressway, as
shown on Figures 10-13 in Appendix 25.6, more than 200 AM peak hour trips will
head towards the intersection of Tasman Drive and Fair Oaks Avenue, which is
over the 10 peak hour trips/lane criteria. Therefore, this intersection should be
studied. Please include any other major intersections in this study based on the
10 trips/lane threshold.

b. Lawrence Expressway and Sandia Avenue/Lakehaven Drive: The intersection of
Lawrence Expy and Sandia Ave/Lakehaven Dr. is a County of Santa Clara-
maintained intersection, not a City of Sunnyvale-maintained intersection.

c. Fair Share Contributions: If the specific plan were to generate significant impacts
on any City of Sunnyvale intersections, fair-share contributions should be paid for
any proposed improvements as part of plan implementation.

d. Trip Distribution Map: Please include a trip generation map in the Final EIR.

The City of Sunnyvale appreciates your consideration of the DEIR comments described
above. Please contact me at (408) 730-7443 or gschroeder@sunnyvale.ca.gov if you
have any questions or concerns about the items presented in this letter.

Sincerely,
George Schroeder

Senior Planner, Community Development Department

cc:  Trudi Ryan, Director, Community Development Department
Andrew Miner, Assistant Director, Community Development Department
Amber Blizinski, Principal Planner, Community Development Department
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Chip Taylor, Director, Department of Public Works

Dennis Ng, Transportation/Traffic Manager, Department of Public Works
Lillian Tsang, Principal Transportation Engineer/Planner, Department of Public
Works

Nabilah Deen, Transportation Engineer, Department of Public Works
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