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September 13, 2021 

City of Santa Clara, Planning Division 

1500 Warburton Avenue 

Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Attn Rebecca Bustos, Senior Planner 

By Email planningpubliccomment@santaclaraca.gov 

Dear Rebecca, 

VTA appreciates the opportunity to com ment on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 

Patrick Henry Drive Specific Plan project. VT A appreciates working with the City of Santa Clara staff on 

the Specific Plan and notes the incredible partnership that came from that effort. VTA has reviewed 

DEIR for that document and has the following comments 

Transportation Analysis 

The TA report for the proJect provided in Appendix 25.6 found that the project would adversely affect 

numerous segments of US 101 and SR 237 in the vic inity of the project in different t ime periods and 

Specific Plan development scenarios. Therefore, VTA requests the City condit ion and require projects 

within the Spec ific Plan area contribute to fair share contributions to the SR 237/Great America Parkway 

westbound o ff-ramp improvement project, and the Northbound and Southbound US 101 auxiliary lanes 

between Great America Parkway-Bowers Avenue and Lawrence Expressway prOJect. 

The volumes presented in Tab les 27 and 28 appear to be the constrained flow volumes and does not 

reflect the true demand that includes the vehicles in queue. Based on the notes presented in both 

tables, the source of the counts is from PeMS, and PeMS uses data collected from the ramp metering 

vehicle detection that is closest to the limit of the metering. This data is measuring the output o f the 

m etering equipment but does not take into consideration the queuing behind it. For example, the 

Eastbound SR 237 On-Ramp from Great America Parkway in the PM peak period has a queue in the PM 

peak period that extends along Great America Parkway as far back as Old Mountain View-Alv iso Road 

and sometimes beyond this location. VT A recommends more data analysis to this effect. 

While VTA commends the City for including contributions to potential future grade separation , HOV 

signal, and transit signal priority improvements in the Specific Plan, the DEIR and TA Report should 

provide a quantitative analysis of transit vehicle delay. Although the DEIR and TA Report mention that 

transit impacts are less than significant, the document does not provide any quantitative analysis of 

transit vehicle delay due to added automobile trips. Per VT A's CM P TIA Guidelines Section 9.2, the 

report "shall include an analysis o f the effect of the project on transit vehicle delay" including a 

quantitative assessment of additional seconds of transit vehicle delay due to automobile congest ion 

caused by the project. VTA requests that the final DEIR include transit delay analysis for identified routes 

in the study area. 
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VTA also notes that the City o f Santa Clara recog nizes the Patrick Henry Drive Specific Plan Area as a 

transit-prio rity area (TPA) VTA recommends the DEIR include language surrounding w hat a TPA entails 

as well as provides stronger details as to how this project would contribute towa rd transit-pri o rity 

projects such as "HOV type signal improvements that could support future bus rapid transit faciliti es, and 

transit signal pri o rity at signalized intersections" (Page 159 o f Patrick Henry Drive Spec ific Plan TA 

Appendix) 

Pedestrian Access 

Although the development area indica tes that there w ill be extensive pedestrian fac ilities, the immediate 

property (Levi's Stad ium Blue Lot) to the north has incomplete sidewa lks on the east side o f Patrick 

Henry Drive and has a mo rning drop o ff ACE Shuttle bus sto p, fo rc ing customers to exit the bus in a 

bike lane. Future VTA bus service may turn this stop into pickup location w hich mea ns custo mers w ill 

either be on uneven ground o r on a bike lane. VTA suggests having the City o f Sa nta Cla ra complete the 

adjacent area pedestrian network to work sea mlessly w ith development w ithin the Patrick Henry Drive 

Spec ific Plan Area. 

Thank you aga in fo r the o pportunity to review this project If you have any questions, please do not 

hesita te to contact me at 408-321-5830 or lo la.torney@vta.org. 

Sincerely, 

Lo la Torney 

Transportati on Planner Ill 

SC1707 
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