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File: 34097 
        Calabazas Creek 
 
September 17, 2021     
         
Ms. Rebecca Bustos 
City of Santa Clara Planning Division 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
 
Subject: Patrick Henry Drive Specific Plan 
 
Dear Ms. Bustos: 
  
The Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) has reviewed the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (DEIR) for the Patrick Henry Drive Specific Plan, received by Valley Water on 
July 30, 2021. Valley Water has the following comments: 
 
On pages 2-4, 2-5, 3-46, Valley Water should be listed as one of the jurisdictional agencies 
which would review and approve future individual public and private development proposals 
requiring a Water Resources Protection Ordinance permit related to Calabazas Creek. 
 
The DEIR, pages H-1, H-2, and C-4, appears to show two new connections from the site to the 
Calabazas Creek Trail. Any new trail connections must be open to the general public and 
permitted by Valley Water and the City of Sunnyvale, who operates the trail under a Joint Use 
Agreement with Valley Water. Any new connection points may also require modification of the 
existing Joint Use Agreement to allow the new access points. 
 
Connections to the trail will need to be coordinated with Valley Water because the east side 
maintenance road is primarily used by Valley Water heavy maintenance vehicles for major 
maintenance and sediment removal projects. Any proposed modifications of Valley Water’s 
Calabazas Creek right of way will require Valley Water review and approval. 
 
Trail connections will need to be consistent with Valley Water’s Joint Trails Policy and need to 
be planned by the City to minimize the number of connections and best locate access points 
based on planned future development / re-development. The City’s Creek Trail Network 
Master Plan should have an overall plan for trail access points as Valley Water will not allow 
multiple connection points within any particular development. 
 
The Specific Plan allows for increased residential and commercial development that could 

result in an annual increase of approximately 1,650 acre in water demands. The DEIR 

recommends continued monitoring of groundwater conditions given the potential to increase 

groundwater pumping to support new water demands. Also, based on an assessment of 

available water supplies at the time that specific redevelopment proposals are submitted, the 
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implementation of water supply or capacity fees, additional water efficiency standards, 

establishment of annual water budgets, and the requirements that alternative water supplies 

be utilized to the maximum extent possible. 

 

Although the Water Supply Assessment and DEIR prepared by the City find that there are 

adequate supplies to support the proposed development, full redevelopment of the site would 

represent a significant increase in demands, especially with the uncertainty of supplies from 

SFPUC in the future. Given this uncertainty, Valley Water recommends that all available water 

efficiency standards be required of development in the Specific Plan area such as dedicated 

landscape meters and installation of separate submeters for each unit in multi-family 

developments and individual spaces within commercial buildings to encourage efficient water 

use. 

Please forward a copy for the Final EIR when available. If you have any questions, please 
contact me at (408) 630-3157 or kthai@valleywater.org.  Please reference Valley Water File 
No. 34097 on any future correspondence. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin Thai, CFM 
Associate Engineer - Civil 
Community Projects Review Unit 
 
cc: U. Chatwani, V. De La Piedra, M. Richert, M. Martin, Y. Arroyo, K. Thai, File  
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