
 

  

 

    
    

     
 

  
  

      
 

     
   

  
  
   

  
  
  
  
     

 
    

 
    

     
   

 
  

      

  

      
 

  
 

 
     

   
    

 
   

    

Community Development  Department 
Planning  Division  

Two Unit  Residential  /  Urban Lot  Split  Project  - Eligibility  
Checklist  

Two Unit Residential Development  /  Urban Lot Split  Eligibility Checklist1  
All the following boxes must be checked in order for a project to potentially qualify for ministerial approval of 
additional residential dwelling units and/or a parcel map for an urban lot split under California Government 
Code Sections 65852.21 and 66411.7 (SB 9 (2021)) 

Two Dwelling Unit Residential Developments and Urban Lot Splits 
☐ Parcel located entirely within a single-family lot zoned R1-6L or R1-8L 

☐ Site is not listed on the City’s Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) or included on the State Historic 
Resources Inventory 

☐ Site meets requirements of Government Code Section 65913.4 (a)(6)(E), (G), and (H)2: 
• Property cannot be (unless meeting specified requirements): 

o A hazardous waste site (E) 
o Within a 100-year floodplain(G) 
o Within a regulatory floodway (H) 

☐ Project would not alter nor demolish: 
• Deed-restricted affordable housing 
• Rent-controlled housing 
• Housing on parcels with an Ellis Act eviction in last 15 years 
• Housing occupied by a tenant currently or in last three years 

☐ Applicant is a member of a Limited Liability Corporation (LLC). Checking this box indicates ineligibility. 

Additional Qualifications for Two Dwelling Unit Residential Developments 
☐ Project does not remove more than 25% of exterior walls on a building that currently has a tenant in the 

last three years (even if the rental unit itself isn’t altered). 

Additional Qualifications for Urban Lot Splits 
☐ Existing lot is split roughly in half – smaller lot is at least 40% of the original lot 

☐ Each new lot is at least 1,200 square feet 

☐ Lot is not adjacent to another lot split by this process by the same owner or any person acting in concert 
with the owner 

☐ Lot was not created by a previous Urban Lot Split 

City Review Steps  

1 It is the applicant’s responsibility to verify that the property’s Homeowner Association (HOA) and/or Conditions, 
Covenants, and Restrictions (CC&Rs) allow the proposed Two Unit/Urban Lot Split project. 
2 Senate Bill 35 does not apply to certain types of properties listed in Government Code Section 65913.4(a)(6)(B)-(K). In 
addition to the properties listed in the checklist above, this includes (B) prime farmland; (C) wetlands; (D) high fire hazard 
zones; (F) earthquake fault zones; (I) lands in a natural resource protection plan; (J) habitat for protected species; and (K) 
lands under a conservation easement. These types of properties are not currently present in Santa Clara. 
(Rev. 12/25) 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=65852.21.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=65852.21.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=66411.7.
https://www.santaclaraca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12893/635713044859030000
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=65913.4.&lawCode=GOV
https://65852.21


  

      
     

       
  

    
    

       
    

  
 

   
 

 
    

 

Two Unit Residential  / Urban Lot Split  Project  - Eligibiility Checklist  

Planning Review. If a project meets all the criteria in the above Eligibility Checklist (all boxes checked), then 
the applicant may submit the completed checklist, project information (below), and plans for review by the 
Planning Division. Planning will refer applications to other departments for their review, as needed. Consult 
Santa Clara City Code 18.13 (Two-Unit Dwelling Residential Development & Urban Lot Splits. 
Building Review. If approved by the Planning Division, and the project does not include an Urban Lot Split, the 
applicant may then submit the proposed project to the Building Division for plan check. 
Public Works Review. A project that includes an Urban Lot Split must submit to Public Works and obtain 
approval of a Tentative Parcel Map (17.05.400) and Parcel Map (17.05.410) prior to applying for a building 
permit. 

Applications, plans, and supporting documents should be submitted through the City’s Online Permitting Portal. 

Contact Information 
Planning Division: 408-615-2450 | Email: planning@santaclaraca.gov 

(Rev. 12/25) 

https://ecode360.com/attachment/319658/SA4626-018a%20Zoning%20Code.pdf
https://ecode360.com/47553120#47553120
https://ecode360.com/47553154
https://aca-prod.accela.com/santaclara/Default.aspx
https://www.santaclaraca.gov/our-city/departments-a-f/community-development/planning-division
mailto:%20planning@santaclaraca.gov
mailto:planning@santaclaraca.gov
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