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Community Development Department 
Planning Division 

 

Summary of Historic Preservation Regulations & Process 
 
 
Scope of Work HRI PROPERTY POTENTIAL HISTORIC 

PROPERTIES* 
 

MILLS ACT 
PROPERTY 

PROPERTY WITHIN 
200’ OF HRI 

Maintenance/upgrades 
(like for like): Dry rot 
repair, painting, interior 
(e.g., floors, doors, 
molding, fixtures, etc.) 
 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

Interior changes: 
Kitchen remodel, 
plumbing, electrical 
upgrade, plaster 
removal and partial wall 
demo 
 

 
Building Permit 

 
Building Permit 

 
Building Permit 

 
Building Permit 

Nomination to HRI  
-- 
 

 
Designation (HLC/CC) 

 
-- 

 
Designation (HLC/CC) 

Exterior: Roof 
replacement, single 
window replacement, 
door change, or new 
gutters.  
Also includes deck, 
minor changes to rear 
and side elevations, 
ground floor expansion 
not exceeding four 
bedrooms or bathrooms 
 

 
Minor SPA Permit 

(OTC)1  

Major SPA (HLC/CDD)2 

 
Arch Review (OTC) 

 
Minor SPA Permit 

(OTC)1  

Major SPA (HLC/CDD)2 

 
Building Permit 
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Scope of Work HRI PROPERTY POTENTIAL HISTORIC 
PROPERTIES* 

 

MILLS ACT 
PROPERTY 

PROPERTY WITHIN 
200’ OF HRI 

Solar Panels: Use 
Secretary of the Interior 
Standards. 

Building Permit 
 

Encourage location not 
on historic building, if 

feasible (ground 
mounted; on previously 

modified portion of 
building; and ensure 

that any equipment on 
the building can be 

removed easily without 
damaging character 
defining features.) 

Building Permit 
 

Encourage location not 
on potentially historic 
building, if feasible 

(ground mounted; on 
previously modified 

portion of building; and 
ensure that any 

equipment on the 
building can be 

removed easily without 
damaging character 
defining features.) 

Building Permit 
 

Encourage location not 
on historic building, if 

feasible (ground 
mounted; on previously 

modified portion of 
building; and ensure 

that any equipment on 
the building can be 

removed easily without 
damaging character 
defining features.) 

Building Permit 

Expansion: Five or 
more bedrooms; five or 
more bathrooms; two or 
more bedrooms with 
direct exterior access; 
second story expansion 
or expansion of existing 
second story 
 

 
Major SPA 

Permit/Architectural 
Review (HLC/DRH)3 

 
Architectural Review 

(HLC/DRH)3 

 
Major SPA 

Permit/Architectural 
Review (HLC/DRH)3 

 
Architectural Review 

(HLC/DRH)3 

Substantial window 
replacement: On street 
elevation or >50% of 
windows 
 

Major SPA Permit 
(HLC/CDD)2 

Architectural Review 
(OTC) 

Major SPA Permit 
(HLC/CDD)2 

Architectural Review 
(OTC) 

Interior demolition (to 
studs): with substantial 
floor plan 
reconfiguration with 
exterior changes to 
windows & doors 
 

Major SPA Permit 
(HLC/CDD)2 

Building Permit Major SPA Permit 
(HLC/CDD)2 

Building Permit 

Demolition (with new Demolition Permit Demolition Permit Demolition Permit Architectural Review 
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Scope of Work HRI PROPERTY POTENTIAL HISTORIC 
PROPERTIES* 

 

MILLS ACT 
PROPERTY 

PROPERTY WITHIN 
200’ OF HRI 

construction 
proposed) 

(HLC/CC) 
 

Arch Review (DRH) 

(HLC/CC) 
 

Arch Review (DRH) 

(HLC/CC) 
 

Arch Review (DRH) 
 

(HLC/DRH)3 

Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADU) 
 
Detached & Attached 

Minor SPA Permit 
(OTC)1 

Major SPA Permit 
(HLC/ CDD)2 

 

Building Permit Minor SPA Permit 
(OTC)1 

Major SPA Permit 
(HLC/CDD)2 

 

 

Building Permit 

JADU Minor SPA Permit 
(OTC) 

Building Permit Minor SPA Permit 
(OTC) 

Building Permit 
 

Applicable Standards Secretary of the Interior 
Standards 

 

City of Santa Clara 
Design Standards 

Secretary of the Interior 
Standards 

City of Santa Clara 
Design Standards 

 
*Potentially Historic properties are properties flagged under the parcel number tab in Accela or formally recognized by City Council after HPO adoption. 

CC = City Council 

CDD = Community Development Director 
DRH = Development Review Hearing 

HLC = Historical & Landmarks Commission 

OTC = Over the Counter 

SPA = Significant Property Alteration 
1: Small Projects (Minor Alterations): Alterations to any historic resource as defined herein, involving negligible visible changes. Alterations 
shall not qualify as small projects if they involve the removal or destruction of any exterior character-defining feature or historic fabric, including, 
but not limited to, original windows, or similarly protected interior features, unless an acceptable replacement is made with like materials and 
finishes, as determined by the Community Development Director. 

2: Major Alteration: Any significant change that is subject to Director of Community Development review and approval in accordance with 
Chapter 18.130 of the SCCC or pursuant to City policy or procedure. 

3: Project requires Architectural Review approval from the Development Review Hearing in accordance with Chapter 18.120.020(D) & 18.130.070 
of the SCCC. 
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Contact Information 
Planning Division: 408-615-2450 | Email: planning@santaclaraca.gov 
 

https://www.santaclaraca.gov/our-city/departments-a-f/community-development/planning-division
mailto:%20planning@santaclaraca.gov

	Summary of Historic Preservation Regulations & Process
	Contact Information


