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Dear Santa Clarans,

As we wrap up another year, I want to take a moment to wish 
you all a season filled with peace, joy and fewer tangled strings 
of lights. Whether you’re baking, cooking, building gingerbread 
houses, lighting a menorah, or trying to explain to your relatives 
why the Wi-Fi isn’t working, I hope your holidays are full of 
laughter, love, and maybe just a tiny bit of chaos – because let’s 
be honest, it wouldn’t be the holidays without it!

This past year, our community has shown up in ways that make 
me proud to be your mayor. From cheering each other on at 
events, to lending a hand when it mattered most, you’ve made 
this city not just a place to live, but a place to love. Sure, we’ve 
had our challenges, but together, we’ve proven that 
nothing beats the spirit of this amazing community. So, 
here’s to a new year of growth, connection, and maybe 
making next year at least less complicated!

Celebrating Community Together: A 
Heartfelt Community Festival 
The Annual River of Life Foundation (ROLF) Thanksgiving 
Festival brought thousands of residents together for a 
day filled with joy, connection, and gratitude. Spanning 
all ages, attendees enjoyed music, raffles, photo booths, 
playhouse activities, and an 
abundance of delicious food 
– a true celebration of our
vibrant community.

A heartfelt thank you to 
the River of Life Church 
and Foundation for your 
unwavering commitment 
to our city. Your efforts to 
combat food insecurity 
through your food pantry 
provide a vital lifeline for 
many Santa Clara families. 
The Mayoral Commendation presented during the festival is a small token of appreciation 
for the incredible work you do to uplift those in need. 

Special recognition also goes to the volunteers who dedicate their time to the food pantry 
and extended their support to make the festival a success. Additionally, I extend warm 
thanks to our Santa Clara police officers and firefighters for their enthusiastic participation. 
Seeing the awe and excitement of children exploring fire engines and patrol cars – and 
even posing for photos with first responders – was a highlight of the day. 
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Holiday Tree Lighting 
Central Park, 909 Kiely Blvd., 
Friday, Dec. 6, 2024 from 5:30 – 
8 p.m.

Page 4
Recycle Your Holiday Tree 
Collected curbside on regular 
garbage collection days during 
the week of Jan. 6 – 10, 2025. 

Page 5 
Free Disposal Day
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025 from 6 a.m. 
to noon at the Mission Trail Waste 
Systems (MTWS) Transfer Station. 

Page 5
Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) Drop-off Event
Safely dispose your electronic 
toys, batteries, holiday lights, and 
other HHW at our free drop-off 
event on Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025 in 
Santa Clara.

Annual River of Life Foundation (ROLF) Thanksgiving 
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Regional Collaboration: Building A Brighter Future Together 
The success of the annual Business Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) 
meeting underscores the importance of fostering collaboration between city 
leadership and the business community. As mayors, working together across cities, 
and demonstrated by the participation of Mayor Matt Mahan of San Jose and Mayor 
Larry Klein of Sunnyvale, strengthens regional connectivity and ensures that the 
broader community thrives.   

This event provided an invaluable platform to share Santa Clara’s vision, goals and 
achievements, while also highlighting the collective potential of Silicon Valley. 
Partnerships like these not only amplify economic development but also enhance 
regional problem-solving, showing that collaboration is key to addressing shared 
challenges and opportunities. 

Celebrating 15 Years Of Ding Ding TV: A Santa Clara Success Story 
It was a privilege to honor Ding Ding TV as it celebrates 
15 years of excellence and service to our community. 
Based right here in Santa Clara, Ding Ding TV has become 
more than a media center – it’s a space where stories are 
shared, voices are uplifted, and moments are captured for 
future generations. 

Diana Ding, the visionary founder of Ding Ding TV and 
recipient of Santa Clara’s 2023 City Wide Community 
Hero Award has been a tireless advocate for diversity, 
inclusion, and the empowerment of Asian communities. 
Through her leadership, Ding Ding TV has become a 
beacon of hope and a platform for change. 

On behalf of the city, I was honored to present a 
Special Mayoral Recognition to Ding Ding TV for its remarkable contributions to our city and the Silicon Valley region. Diana’s 
commitment to unity and inclusion is further exemplified by her collaboration with Joel Wong in 2022 on the inspiring music 
video “All of Us Belong Right Here”. This powerful anthem, performed again at the anniversary celebration, serves as a poignant 
reminder of the need to stand against hate crimes and to affirm that we ALL belong right here. Congratulations to Diana Ding 
and the entire Ding Ding TV team for your unwavering dedication to making Santa Clara a more inclusive, joyful and vibrant 
place to live, work and thrive! 

Celebrating P.A.L. Youth Soccer 
I was fortunate to attend the end-of-season gathering for 
our Santa Clara Police Activities League (P.A.L.) soccer 
athletes as they celebrated the conclusion of their season. 
Each young player received a well-earned medal for their 
participation, while parents, coaches, and community 
leaders cheered them on. It was a heartwarming scene, 
filled with words of encouragement and recognition for 
the hard work these student athletes have put into their 
game.  

Mayor Lisa M. Gillmor 
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Celebrating 15 Years Of Ding Ding TV

Under the leadership of P.A.L. President Mike Walke, the P.A.L. Youth Soccer
celebration featured congratulatory remarks from SCPD 
Chief Pat Nickolai. Also in attendance were Chief-Elect 
Cory Morgan, P.A.L. Officer Stephanie Knight, and Councilmember Kathy Watanabe. Watching our youth thrive in this program, 
supported by dedicated coaches, parents, and donors, and SCPD officers was truly inspiring. 

Founded in 1970 by former Chief of Police Frank Sapena, Santa Clara PAL continues to unite police officers, volunteers, and 
children in a positive, nurturing environment. It is programs like these that make our city so special, fostering teamwork, 
discipline, and lifelong friendships and memories for our youth. For more information on how to be involved, visit  
santaclarapal.org. 

In closing, as we reflect on the accomplishments of this year, I want to extend my deepest gratitude to our dedicated 
city employees who work tirelessly to make Santa Clara a wonderful place to live, work and thrive. Their commitment, 
professionalism, and care are the backbone of our community, and we are truly fortunate to have them serving our city each 
day. 

And as your Mayor, from my family to yours, I wish you a holiday season filled with warmth, joy, and cherished moments, and I 
look forward to continuing this journey together in the year ahead.  

Happy Holidays! 

Business Owners and Managers Association

http://santaclarapal.org


CITY NEWS & UPDATES
Learn about the latest updates in Santa Clara

2025 Minimum Wage
Starting Jan. 1, 2025, the City of Santa Clara’s minimum wage will 
increase to $18.20 per hour. Employers who are subject to the Santa 
Clara business license tax or who maintain a facility in Santa Clara, will be 
required to pay each employee who performs at least two hours of work 
a week in Santa Clara at least $18.20 per hour. The City’s minimum wage 
is adjusted annually based on the regional consumer price index. Visit 
SantaClaraCA.gov/MinimumWage for more information or email the City 
Manager’s Office at minimumwage@santaclaraca.gov or call 408-615-2210.

“Wizard of Oz” Auditions at Roberta Jones Junior Theatre
Roberta Jones Junior Theatre will hold auditions for the "Wizard of Oz” on Jan. 7 and 8 from 4:30-7 
p.m. at the Community Recreation Center, 969 Kiely Blvd. Auditions are open to youth ages 8-18 
years old. More details, soon, at RJJT.org. For more information, visit SantaClaraCA.gov/ActiveNet 
or call 408-615-3140.

Library Closure Dec. 10
All Santa Clara City Library locations will be closed on Tuesday, December 10 for an All-Staff 
Training Day. Our digital library resources is accessible with your library card through sclibrary.
org. Libraries will reopen as scheduled on Wednesday, Dec. 11.

Winter Recreation Registration is Open
The Winter 2025 Activity Guide is available online and registration is open. Explore a variety 
of classes, events, facility information, and more! Visit SantaClaraCA.gov/RecClasses for 
information or call 408-615-3140.
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New Community Garden Accepting Applications
The Parks & Recreation Department is opening of a new community garden located at 
3450 Copper Place. This garden features 24 raised garden beds, fruit trees, and outdoor 
seating for classes on pruning, container gardening, and composting. Applications for a 
lottery selection is now open until Dec. 31. Member onboarding and garden access will 
be available in February. To learn about the cities Community Garden Program, eligibility, 
and application, visit SantaClaraCa.gov/CommunityGarden or email PRCustomerServe@
SantaClaraCA.gov.  

Holiday Solid Waste Collection
There will be NO solid waste collection services on Wednesday, Dec. 25 or Wednesday, 
Jan. 1. Collection will occur one day later, Thursday through Saturday of these weeks. 
Residents with garbage cart service may set out up to two additional 32-gallon garbage 
bags (maximum weight 30 pounds) on each of their collection days between Dec. 26 – 
Jan. 7 at no extra charge. Commercial and multi-family registered account holders with front load bin service may arrange for 
one additional pick-up per garbage account per year at no extra charge by calling Mission Trail Waste Systems at 408-727-5365. 
Recycle all non-metallic gift wrap, gift tissue paper, paper cards, boxes, and tags. For questions regarding residential recycling 
service, contact Recology South Bay at 408-970-5100. For residential garbage and yard waste service, contact Mission Trail 
Waste Systems at 408-727-5365. 

Recycle Your Holiday Tree
Residential holiday trees will be collected curbside on regular garbage collection days during the week 
of Jan. 6 – 10, 2025. Remove all ornaments, tinsel, nails, and the stand. To dispose of your tree after 
Jan. 10, cut it up and place the pieces in your green yard trimmings cart. Flocked trees should be 
cut up and placed in your garbage cart. For more information on holiday tree collection and set-out 
instructions, visit SantaClaraCA.gov/CleanSC or call 408-615-3080. 

$5,000 Trade School Scholarships Available 
Silicon Valley Power offers a scholarship program designed to help income-qualified 
Santa Clara residents learn the skills to earn a livable wage while pursuing high demand 
careers in the energy industry. Scholarships are available up to $5,000 for eligible 
customers currently enrolled in the Financial Rate Assistance Program who meet all 
program requirements. 

Examples of eligible trade school programs include: 
•	 HVAC technician 

•	 Solar PV system installer 

•	 Generation technician 

•	 Lineworker 

•	 Building controls technician 

•	 Plumber 

•	 And more! 

Applications are accepted quarterly with deadlines on March 31, June 30, Sept. 30 and Dec. 31 annually. For more information, 
visit SiliconValleyPower.com/Scholarship. 

Remember Your Reusabless
The holiday season is upon us and that means celebrating with family, friends, and food! While 
holiday gatherings create fun memories, they can also create extra waste. Follow these tips for 
planning an eco-friendly celebration this holiday season. 

1.	 Create a meal plan based on the number of people attending your celebration. Use 
the dinner party calculator at SaveTheFood.com to estimate how much food is needed 
based on the number of guests and the type of meal provided. 

2.	 Check the pantry, refrigerator, and freezer before grocery shopping to take inventory of 
what you have and what you need for your planned feast. Doing so prevents overbuying 
and food waste. 

3.	 Make a shopping list and only buy what is needed. Sticking to a list will keep you from 
overbuying and keeps you on budget! 

4.	 Use reusable glass and cloth items in your tablescape, which is both beautiful and keeps unnecessary items out of the 
landfill. Ditch the plastic utensils, cups, and paper napkins! 

5.	 Encourage your guests to bring their own reusable containers for those yummy leftovers. 
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EVENTS & MEETINGS
Find out what's happening in Santa Clara

Two Upcoming Bikeway Improvements Project Workshops
Join us in-person or online via Zoom for upcoming project workshops for the De La Cruz 
Blvd., Lick Mill Blvd. and Scott Blvd. Bikeway Improvements Project. The workshop on Dec. 
10 will focus on the De La Cruz Blvd. and Lick Mill Blvd. corridors and the workshop on 
Dec. 11 will focus on the Scott Blvd. corridor. The proposed conceptual designs will include 
potential options to install bicycle facilities with parking or lane removal, and we want your 
feedback.

De La Cruz Blvd. and Lick Mill Blvd. Workshop | Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
In-Person: City Hall Cafeteria, 1500 Warburton Avenue, Santa Clara  
Zoom Link | Meeting ID: 816 6468 6691 | Phone: 669 444 9171  

Scott Blvd. Workshop | Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 6:30 p.m.   
In-Person: City Hall Council Chambers, 1500 Warburton Avenue, Santa Clara 
Zoom Link | Meeting ID: 892 2265 6195 | Phone: 669 444 9171  

  Free Disposal Day
Start the New Year off with less clutter around your home! Santa Clara’s next Free Disposal 
Day will be held on Saturday, Jan. 18, from 6 a.m. to noon at the Mission Trail Waste 
Systems (MTWS) Transfer Station. Free Disposal Day provides residents an opportunity to 
dispose of appliances and e-waste items, as well as mattresses, furniture, and other bulky 
items at no cost. Appointments are required. To participate, call MTWS at 408-727-5365 
between Jan. 6 – 17 to make an appointment and for details on location, load size limits 
and accepted/non-accepted materials. Proof of residency (utility bill or driver’s license) 
is required and residents are responsible for unloading their vehicles. Hazardous waste 
(e.g. paints, fluorescent bulbs, chemical cleaners, and pesticides, etc.), automotive parts, 
and pressure treated wood are prohibited. To dispose of those items, check out our next 
Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Event on Saturday, Jan. 25. 

Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Event
Did you know that the holiday season generates a lot of household hazardous waste (HHW)? 
Electronic toys, batteries, and holiday lights are considered HHW and should never be 
placed in your garbage bin. Safely dispose of these items at our free drop-off event on 
Saturday, Jan. 25 in Santa Clara. This is also the perfect opportunity to get rid of old paint, 
chemical cleaners, pesticides, fluorescent lamps, medications, sharps, and other hazardous 
waste materials. Appointments are required. To schedule an appointment, contact the 
County Household Hazardous Waste Program at 408-299-7300 or visit hhw.org. 

NOTE: For medication disposal, remember to remove all patient information on the package 
and place the drugs in a separate container before arrival. We also accept unwanted 
medication for pets.  

Winter Coat Drive
Recology South Bay and the City of Santa Clara invite you to share the warmth by 
donating new or gently used coats for those in need this winter season. Through 
Friday, Jan. 17, 2025, collection boxes will be available at the following City 
locations:   

Mission Branch Library - 1098 Lexington St. 

Central Park Library - 2635 Homestead Road 

Northside Branch Library - 695 Moreland Way  

Community Recreation Center - 969 Kiely Blvd.  

Drop-off donations during open hours of operation. Questions? Email 
environment@santaclaraca.gov.  

55

Job Opportunities
The City of Santa Clara is looking for passionate team members in various 
fields to serve and enrich our diverse community. We have an opening for YOU 
on our team! Join the Center of What’s Possible! To view all job opportunities 
and for information on how to apply, visit SantaClaraCA.gov/Jobs.

View issues of City Hall News at SantaClaraCA.gov/CityHallNews
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