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Dear District 1 Residents: 

The last few months have been incredibly busy causing me 
to miss the newsletter deadlines.  It seems “lame duck” does 
not apply to my final months on the City Council.  If anything, 
my duties and time were consumed with the 2024 campaign, 
focusing on day-to-day issues of constituents and my own 
family life.  

The end of my City Council term has come very quickly but 
with a lot of reflection.  I will start by saying that I wish I had 
one more term - another 4 years.  The first 4 years were spent 
learning the responsibilities of a councilmember and hustling 
here and there to represent the City.  The next 4 years 
were spent putting those responsibilities into play and 
feeling more confident in the role of a councilmember.  
It seems like just when you have come up to speed that 
your time is up.  Which is why I wish I had 4 more years.  

In 2018, I served as Vice Mayor of the City of Santa 
Clara and it was truly a memorable year.  There were 
many events that I attended on behalf of Mayor 
Gillmor and the City.  The title and responsibilities are 
only for one year but it is a year filled with wonderful 
memories.  You definitely don’t get tired of being 
called “Vice Mayor.”  

The year 2020 started out looking forward to the November election and the hope of 
continuing to learn and grow and represent my City and now District 1.  Due to a City 
Charter change in 2018, the City went from an at-large voting system to district elections.  
However, there was more to come before the November elections.  

In March, 2020 there was focus on a virus that became known as COVID-19.  I remember 
being in San Diego in early March, 2020 for the ANE Symposium which focused on FAA 
Noise Policy Review and Aircraft Noise Advisory updates.  People were flying in from all 
over the world to attend.  It was a time of uncertainty as there were stories from areas 
impacted around the world but no one knew what they were truly dealing with.  I came 
back to Santa Clara on March 4 and within a week, a State of Emergency was implemented 
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which cancelled library programs, the Easter Egg Hunt 
and all programming that would expose residents to large 
groups of people.  

It was a time to pivot from normal day-to-day duties to 
how to let constituents know what was going on at the 
National, State, County and City levels.  As a council 
member, we were constantly looking for updates and 
letting our constituents know.  I took it upon myself to 
walk to the Rivermark Safeway and with the permission of 
the store manager, walk through the store taking pictures 
of what was available on the shelves and quickly share 
it on NextDoor and Facebook and any other social media outlets.  People were scared to 
go outside and expose themselves or their families.  To this day, I still get a “thankt you” 
from constituents and people outside my district who saw those postings.  Mayor Gillmor 
and I also spent weekends with the River of Life Foundation getting boxed groceries and 
delivering them to communities in need.  As much as I am grateful that we got through 
COVID-19, it is a time that I will never forget how the City came together to meet the needs 
of the small business communities, seniors and families.  

As I go through social media posts, I see how much I have done over the last 8+ years to 
represent District 1 and the City.  It has been an honor to attend so many events that focus 
on the cultural diversity of the City.  It has been a privilege to travel to Sacramento, CA and 
Washington, DC to advocate with our State and Federal representatives for public power to 
make sure that our City as well as the State of California has adequate electricity.

I am grateful to my husband, Karl, and my daughter, Kayleigh, for their patience as I walked 
out the door to another meeting, leaving them to walk and feed Bear, our dog, and make 
dinner for themselves.  I am thankful to our incredible City staff for always being available 
to answer questions or address emergency issues in District 1.  Our City is truly blessed with 
talented people in ALL departments.  

To have served the City of Santa Clara for the last 8 years with Mayor Lisa Gillmor has truly 
been a privilege.  I have learned so much, been able to meet dignitaries that I wouldn’t have 
otherwise but more importantly - I have gotten to know so many of my constituents (and 
their dogs).  District 1 is the most culturally diverse district in the City and to have been 
elected twice to serve is something I will always treasure.  

Thank you for putting your trust in me.  Wishing you a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, Bodhi Day, Boxing Day and most importantly - Happy New Year 2025!  

Respectfully,

Kathy Watanabe 
Councilmember, District 1 (2016-2024) 
City of Santa Clara 
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CITY NEWS & UPDATES
Learn about the latest updates in Santa Clara

2025 Minimum Wage
Starting Jan. 1, 2025, the City of Santa Clara’s minimum wage will 
increase to $18.20 per hour. Employers who are subject to the Santa 
Clara business license tax or who maintain a facility in Santa Clara, will be 
required to pay each employee who performs at least two hours of work 
a week in Santa Clara at least $18.20 per hour. The City’s minimum wage 
is adjusted annually based on the regional consumer price index. Visit 
SantaClaraCA.gov/MinimumWage for more information or email the City 
Manager’s Office at minimumwage@santaclaraca.gov or call 408-615-2210.

“Wizard of Oz” Auditions at Roberta Jones Junior Theatre
Roberta Jones Junior Theatre will hold auditions for the "Wizard of Oz” on Jan. 7 and 8 from 4:30-7 
p.m. at the Community Recreation Center, 969 Kiely Blvd. Auditions are open to youth ages 8-18 
years old. More details, soon, at RJJT.org. For more information, visit SantaClaraCA.gov/ActiveNet 
or call 408-615-3140.

Library Closure Dec. 10
All Santa Clara City Library locations will be closed on Tuesday, December 10 for an All-Staff 
Training Day. Our digital library resources is accessible with your library card through sclibrary.
org. Libraries will reopen as scheduled on Wednesday, Dec. 11.

Winter Recreation Registration is Open
The Winter 2025 Activity Guide is available online and registration is open. Explore a variety 
of classes, events, facility information, and more! Visit SantaClaraCA.gov/RecClasses for 
information or call 408-615-3140.
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New Community Garden Accepting Applications
The Parks & Recreation Department is opening of a new community garden located at 
3450 Copper Place. This garden features 24 raised garden beds, fruit trees, and outdoor 
seating for classes on pruning, container gardening, and composting. Applications for a 
lottery selection is now open until Dec. 31. Member onboarding and garden access will 
be available in February. To learn about the cities Community Garden Program, eligibility, 
and application, visit SantaClaraCa.gov/CommunityGarden or email PRCustomerServe@
SantaClaraCA.gov.  

Holiday Solid Waste Collection
There will be NO solid waste collection services on Wednesday, Dec. 25 or Wednesday, 
Jan. 1. Collection will occur one day later, Thursday through Saturday of these weeks. 
Residents with garbage cart service may set out up to two additional 32-gallon garbage 
bags (maximum weight 30 pounds) on each of their collection days between Dec. 26 – 
Jan. 7 at no extra charge. Commercial and multi-family registered account holders with front load bin service may arrange for 
one additional pick-up per garbage account per year at no extra charge by calling Mission Trail Waste Systems at 408-727-5365. 
Recycle all non-metallic gift wrap, gift tissue paper, paper cards, boxes, and tags. For questions regarding residential recycling 
service, contact Recology South Bay at 408-970-5100. For residential garbage and yard waste service, contact Mission Trail 
Waste Systems at 408-727-5365. 

Recycle Your Holiday Tree
Residential holiday trees will be collected curbside on regular garbage collection days during the week 
of Jan. 6 – 10, 2025. Remove all ornaments, tinsel, nails, and the stand. To dispose of your tree after 
Jan. 10, cut it up and place the pieces in your green yard trimmings cart. Flocked trees should be 
cut up and placed in your garbage cart. For more information on holiday tree collection and set-out 
instructions, visit SantaClaraCA.gov/CleanSC or call 408-615-3080. 

$5,000 Trade School Scholarships Available 
Silicon Valley Power offers a scholarship program designed to help income-qualified 
Santa Clara residents learn the skills to earn a livable wage while pursuing high demand 
careers in the energy industry. Scholarships are available up to $5,000 for eligible 
customers currently enrolled in the Financial Rate Assistance Program who meet all 
program requirements. 

Examples of eligible trade school programs include: 
•	 HVAC technician 

•	 Solar PV system installer 

•	 Generation technician 

•	 Lineworker 

•	 Building controls technician 

•	 Plumber 

•	 And more! 

Applications are accepted quarterly with deadlines on March 31, June 30, Sept. 30 and Dec. 31 annually. For more information, 
visit SiliconValleyPower.com/Scholarship. 

Remember Your Reusabless
The holiday season is upon us and that means celebrating with family, friends, and food! While 
holiday gatherings create fun memories, they can also create extra waste. Follow these tips for 
planning an eco-friendly celebration this holiday season. 

1.	 Create a meal plan based on the number of people attending your celebration. Use 
the dinner party calculator at SaveTheFood.com to estimate how much food is needed 
based on the number of guests and the type of meal provided. 

2.	 Check the pantry, refrigerator, and freezer before grocery shopping to take inventory of 
what you have and what you need for your planned feast. Doing so prevents overbuying 
and food waste. 

3.	 Make a shopping list and only buy what is needed. Sticking to a list will keep you from 
overbuying and keeps you on budget! 

4.	 Use reusable glass and cloth items in your tablescape, which is both beautiful and keeps unnecessary items out of the 
landfill. Ditch the plastic utensils, cups, and paper napkins! 

5.	 Encourage your guests to bring their own reusable containers for those yummy leftovers. 
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EVENTS & MEETINGS
Find out what's happening in Santa Clara

Two Upcoming Bikeway Improvements Project Workshops
Join us in-person or online via Zoom for upcoming project workshops for the De La Cruz 
Blvd., Lick Mill Blvd. and Scott Blvd. Bikeway Improvements Project. The workshop on Dec. 
10 will focus on the De La Cruz Blvd. and Lick Mill Blvd. corridors and the workshop on 
Dec. 11 will focus on the Scott Blvd. corridor. The proposed conceptual designs will include 
potential options to install bicycle facilities with parking or lane removal, and we want your 
feedback.

De La Cruz Blvd. and Lick Mill Blvd. Workshop | Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
In-Person: City Hall Cafeteria, 1500 Warburton Avenue, Santa Clara  
Zoom Link | Meeting ID: 816 6468 6691 | Phone: 669 444 9171  

Scott Blvd. Workshop | Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 6:30 p.m.   
In-Person: City Hall Council Chambers, 1500 Warburton Avenue, Santa Clara 
Zoom Link | Meeting ID: 892 2265 6195 | Phone: 669 444 9171  

  Free Disposal Day
Start the New Year off with less clutter around your home! Santa Clara’s next Free Disposal 
Day will be held on Saturday, Jan. 18, from 6 a.m. to noon at the Mission Trail Waste 
Systems (MTWS) Transfer Station. Free Disposal Day provides residents an opportunity to 
dispose of appliances and e-waste items, as well as mattresses, furniture, and other bulky 
items at no cost. Appointments are required. To participate, call MTWS at 408-727-5365 
between Jan. 6 – 17 to make an appointment and for details on location, load size limits 
and accepted/non-accepted materials. Proof of residency (utility bill or driver’s license) 
is required and residents are responsible for unloading their vehicles. Hazardous waste 
(e.g. paints, fluorescent bulbs, chemical cleaners, and pesticides, etc.), automotive parts, 
and pressure treated wood are prohibited. To dispose of those items, check out our next 
Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Event on Saturday, Jan. 25. 

Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Event
Did you know that the holiday season generates a lot of household hazardous waste (HHW)? 
Electronic toys, batteries, and holiday lights are considered HHW and should never be 
placed in your garbage bin. Safely dispose of these items at our free drop-off event on 
Saturday, Jan. 25 in Santa Clara. This is also the perfect opportunity to get rid of old paint, 
chemical cleaners, pesticides, fluorescent lamps, medications, sharps, and other hazardous 
waste materials. Appointments are required. To schedule an appointment, contact the 
County Household Hazardous Waste Program at 408-299-7300 or visit hhw.org. 

NOTE: For medication disposal, remember to remove all patient information on the package 
and place the drugs in a separate container before arrival. We also accept unwanted 
medication for pets.  

Winter Coat Drive
Recology South Bay and the City of Santa Clara invite you to share the warmth by 
donating new or gently used coats for those in need this winter season. Through 
Friday, Jan. 17, 2025, collection boxes will be available at the following City 
locations:   

Mission Branch Library - 1098 Lexington St. 

Central Park Library - 2635 Homestead Road 

Northside Branch Library - 695 Moreland Way  

Community Recreation Center - 969 Kiely Blvd.  

Drop-off donations during open hours of operation. Questions? Email 
environment@santaclaraca.gov.  
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Job Opportunities
The City of Santa Clara is looking for passionate team members in various 
fields to serve and enrich our diverse community. We have an opening for YOU 
on our team! Join the Center of What’s Possible! To view all job opportunities 
and for information on how to apply, visit SantaClaraCA.gov/Jobs.

View issues of City Hall News at SantaClaraCA.gov/CityHallNews
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