ESL Book Club 2025 — Discussion Questions for:
Troublemaker by John Cho, Sarah Suk
Discussion Date: July 11, 2025, 10:30 am — 12 pm in Central Park Library — Sycamore Room

Troublemaker pictures generational, cultural, and racial conflict against the background of the Los
Angeles riots of 1992. If you are interested in reading more about the Los Angeles riots of 1992 and its
impacts, please visit the link below:

https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/exploring-the-impacts-of-the-1992-los-angeles-riot-on-asian-
american-communities-1j240522

1. What are your initial reactions to the book?

2. How does the novel portray the riots and their impact on Jordan and his community?

3. How does the novel's depiction of Koreatown and the Korean American community compared
to your own experiences or knowledge?

4. How does Jordan's identity as a young Korean American shape his experiences and choices,
especially during the riots? What are the challenges and privileges associated with this identity?

5. How does Jordan's relationship with his father influence his behavior and choices?

6. What impact do Jordan's interactions with his grandmother and his older sister have on his
sense of self?

7. How does the novel explore the complexities of immigrant family dynamics, particularly the
tensions between tradition and assimilation?

8. How does Jordan and Mike’s friendship evolve, and what does it reveal about navigating
disagreements and different perspectives?

9. How doJordan's interactions with other characters, particularly those of different ethnic
backgrounds, impact his understanding of himself and the world?
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How do the Black characters in the story (like the older gentleman and Latasha) help to broaden
Jordan's perspective on race and justice?

What are the different ways the characters in the story engage with the events of the riots?

What role does the gun play in the story? How does it symbolize fear, power, and violence?

What is the meaning of the book's title, "Troublemaker"? How does it connect to the characters
and the events of the story?

How does the novel's ending leave you feeling?

Who was your favorite character? Why?

Rate this book on a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest.



