ESL Book Club 2025 — Discussion Questions for:
The Eyes & the Impossible by Dave Eggers

Discussion Date: Aug 1, 2025, 10:30 am — 12 pm in Central Park Library — Sycamore Room

1. At the beginning, there was a lot of description of the park. Does it sound like a park that you know?
What are the similarities and differences with that park?

2. Do you like reading stories told from an animal’s point of view? Why might an author choose to use
animals as the main characters?

3. Which character do you find yourself thinking about the most? Which was your favorite? Why?
4. Have you ever befriended a wild animal?

5. Johannes had two paws in the wild and two in the city. How is living in a city park, although a
somewhat wild one, different than how the dogs in Call of the Wild lived?

6. Describe the bison in the park. Why do you think Eggers chose to have them be the wise ones?

7. This book is all about friendship and loyalty. What were some ways that the other animals helped
Johannes? How did he help them?

8. Why do you think the animals had such low opinions of the ducks? Why do you think Eggers included
such a negative opinion when the other characters were such loyal friends?

9. Shawn Harris created unique illustrations by selecting classical landscape paintings, mostly from the
1800s, and painting Johannes into them. How does that technique fit into the story line? Were you

familiar with any of those classic paintings?

10. Johannes values his freedom. What benefits does he have compared to pet dogs? What are some
things that threaten his freedom?

11. Johannes talks about the “Keeper of the Equilibrium”. The word equilibrium means balance, stability,
or steadiness. Who filled that role in this book? Can you think of anyone who acts as a “Keeper of the
Equilibrium” in your life?

12. Did you see humor in this book? What made you laugh?

13. What did you think of the plan to free the bison? Was it a good idea? Was it a good plan?

14. How did you feel about the ending? Were there details that you wish the author had resolved
better? If you were to continue this story, what would happen next?


https://sclibrary.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S146C2480258

15. This book won the Newbury Award for being the best chapter book published in 2024 for young
readers. What about this book do you think contributed to the judges’ decision to choose it as the

winner?

16. Rate the book (1=hated it....10=super good)

Interview with Dave Eggers: https://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/a-conversation-with-dave-eggers-

about-his-book-the-eyes-and-the-impossible



https://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/a-conversation-with-dave-eggers-about-his-book-the-eyes-and-the-impossible
https://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/a-conversation-with-dave-eggers-about-his-book-the-eyes-and-the-impossible

