
ESL Book Club 2025 – Discussion Questions for:  

The Last Cuentista by Donna Barba Higuera 

Discussion Date: Sep 5, 2025, 10:30 am – 12 pm in Central Park Library – Sycamore Room 

 

1. Do you think the society Petra lives in is a dystopian or utopia? 

2. What “genetic defect” does Petra have? Why are her parents worried about the organizers 

learning about it? 

3. What type of person does Ben seem to be? Would you trust him? Why?  

4. How do you think legends like La Llorona are started? 

5. Why do you think she was named Petra? And why do you think it’s relevant to the story and her 

individualism? 

6. Why were people looting and why do you think Petra’s mom responded this way? 

7. How has the ship changed since Petra and her family boarded hundreds of years ago? What do 

these changes communicate about the Chancellor and the other in charge now? 

8. What has happened to Petra’s parents? Is Petra able to push the button for Javier’s pod the way 

she is for her parents? 

9. What is Petra’s task during the trip to Sagan?  

10. What types of plants and animals does Petra encounter on Sagan? 

11. What does Chancellor Nyla say to Petra about helping Len? What does this reveal about the 

Collective? 

12. What does the rabbit offer Petra in her dream? What advice does Lita offer Petra? 

13. Who does Petra realize may already be on the planet Sagan? Is this good or bad? Why? 

14. How does Petra avoid being reprogrammed? What do you think would’ve happened if Petra 

hadn’t woken up? 

15. What does Javier do to save the Zetas? 
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16. What does Petra realize about stories? 

17. Who was your favorite character? Why? 

18. What did you like most about the book? What did you like the least? 

19. Rate this book on a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest. 


