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The purpose of this Reader’s Guide is to make the City of Santa Clara FY 2026/27 Municipal Fee Schedule easier to review. The 
Reader’s Guide highlights information contained in this document, defines terminology used in column headers, and briefly explains how 
voter approved Proposition 26 impacts the Schedule.

Fees, rates, and charges are intended to encompass all charges established by license, permit fees, utility charges, refuse collection 
and any other charges for goods and services and use of City-owned or operated facilities. Certain fees omitted from the Municipal Fee 
Schedule are published separately and noted on page V of this schedule. Such fees and charges published separately are unique 
because they are mandated by external agencies or because they receive special attention and review from City Council prior to 
adoption.

A comprehensive listing of the City’s fees, rates, and charges, arranged in sections by department make up the City of Santa Clara 
Municipal Fee Schedule. During an annual review, each department recommends appropriate adjustments after considering the total 
costs to the City for each service provided. Costs include (1) personnel time (providing the service and collecting data), (2) equipment 
used, (3) material, service and supply costs, (4) department and City-wide overhead, and (5) any other costs that may be incurred that 
are directly related to the specific fees, rates or charges. Periodically, the City will contract with an outside consultant to perform a 
comprehensive review/study of fees. For FY 2026/27, ClearSource Financial Consulting completed a Cost of Services (User Fee) Study. 
Please note that all fees included in this Fee Schedule are rounded down to the nearest nickel. 

Proposition 26

Proposition 26, passed by voters on November 2, 2010, is a constitutional amendment that introduces, for the first time, a definition of 
what constitutes a local tax:

As used in this section, “tax” means any levy, charge, or exaction of any kind imposed by a local government…
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All fees, rates, and charges have been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office and meet one or more of the exceptions to Proposition 26, 
or are not subject to Proposition 26.

Special Benefit or Privilege: A charge imposed for a specific benefit conferred or privilege granted directly to the payor that is not 
provided to those not charged, and which does not exceed the reasonable costs to the local government of conferring the benefit or 
granting the privilege.

Government Service or Product: A charge imposed for specific government service or product provided directly to the payor that 
is not provided to those not charged, and which does not exceed the reasonable costs to the local government of providing the 
service or product.

Reader's Guide (Cont'd.)

Licenses and Permits: A charge imposed for the reasonable regulatory costs to a local government for issuing licenses and 
permits, performing investigations, inspections, and audits, enforcing agricultural marketing orders, and the administrative 
enforcement and adjudication thereof.

Local Government Property: A charge imposed for entrance to or use of local government property, or the purchase, rental or 
lease of a local government property.

Fines and Penalties: A fine, penalty, or other monetary charge imposed by the judicial branch of government or a local 
government, as a result of a violation of law.

Property Development: A charge imposed as a condition of property development.

The Prop 218 Exception: Provides that property assessment and property-related fees that are already subject to the approval 
requirements of Proposition 218 are not taxes. Common examples include water and sewer rates and special district assessments 
such as Landscape and Lighting District Act assessments.

Under this definition, many requirements imposed by a local government that results in the local government receiving revenues are 
considered local taxes. This means that local government would need to obtain majority approval of the voters if the revenues are to be 
used for general governmental purpose and by two-thirds of voters if used for a specific purpose. In contrast, a fee may be adopted by a 
majority vote of City Council. There are seven (7) exceptions to this amendment under Proposition 26:
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Full Cost: Summarizes both direct and indirect costs associated with the fee, rate, or charge. If no cost is provided, the basis for the 
charge is defined either by ordinance or resolution, calculated separately based on individual circumstances, or established by an 
outside entity.

Date Fee Last Changed: The date the fee was last updated by ordinance and/or resolution.

Fee Detail:

Comments: Identifies special notes related to the specific fee, rate, or charge.

Charging Dept/Div: City Department/Division responsible for initiating the fee, rate, or charge.

Collecting Dept/Div: City Department/Division assigned to collect the fee, rate, or charge.

Objective: The reasoning as to why the City collects the fee, rate, or charge. This schedule may identify one or more of the following 
classifications: (1) Recover Cost, (2) User Tax, (3) User Fee, (4) Penalty, (5) Compliance, and (6) Impact Development Fee.

Prop 26 Exception: Identifies exception classification for the fee, rate, or charge. The reader will see numbers 1-7, or a combination 
of 1-7, as some fees, rates, and charges fall under multiple classifications. N/A signifies the fee, rate, or charge is not a fee imposed 
exclusively by local government.

CITY OF SANTA CLARA MUNICIPAL FEE SCHEDULE

Column Descriptors

Description of Fee, Rate, or Charge: Identifies the nature of the fee, rate, or charge.

Current Fee and Period: Identifies the current cost associated with the fee, rate, or charge.

Technology Fee: Identifies whether or not the Technology Fee applies.
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Electric Utility Department Public Works Department
Electric Rates Clean-Up Campaign Rates

Garbage / Rubbish / Recycle Rates
Household Hazardous Waste Rates

Parks and Recreation Department
Class Rates

Water and Sewer Utilities Department
Sewer Rates
Recycled Water Rates
Water Rates

Taxable items are subject to applicable sales taxes at prevailing tax rates.

CITY OF SANTA CLARA MUNICIPAL FEE SCHEDULE

The Following is a List of Separately Published Fee Schedules.
These Schedules Are Not Included in This Document.

Copies of These Documents Can Be Found in the City Clerk's Office Located at City Hall.
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