
ESL Book Club 2026 – Discussion Questions for:  

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 

Discussion Date: July 10, 2026, 10:30 am – 12 pm in Central Park Library – Sycamore Room 

 

1. Forgiveness is one of the themes of this novel.  Give an example.  Who was forgiven?  

Who did the forgiving? 

  

2. Many of the characters blamed themselves for things that went wrong. Give one example.  

Do you think it’s easier to forgive someone else or to forgive yourself? 

  
3. Another theme is taking responsibility for your actions.  Give an example of this theme? 

  

4. Friendship is another theme.  One example of a special friendship is between Jessica and 

Jeffrey.  Why were they unlikely to become friends?  Can you give other examples of 

characters who overcame obstacles to become friends? 

  

5. Why is Alexia mean to her classmates, but not to the students in the Collaborative 

Classroom? What does this reveal about her character? 

  

6. Jessica turns to books for comfort, and Danielle prays to God when she needs help. What 

are some other methods of comfort in this novel? Do you have a favorite way to comfort 

yourself when someone has hurt you? 

  

The characters in this book experience change “because of Mr. Terupt”.   Explain how each 

character changed. 

7. Jessica: 

  
8. Anna: 

  
9. Alexia: 

  
10. Danielle: 

  
11. Peter: 

  
12. Jeffrey: 
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13. Luke: 

14. What are some strategies that Mr. Terupt used to encourage the students to act more 

maturely?  Can you think of a teacher you know who was especially good at helping 

students improve their behaviors? 

  

This book included many vocabulary words related to bad behavior.  Give an example from the 

story of when someone did each of these: 

15. Eavesdrop 

  
16. Ostracize 

  
17. Betray 

  
18. Retaliate 

  
19. Gawk 

  

20. Give an example of when a character demonstrated empathy and kindness.  How did it 

impact the story?   

  

21. What is the significance of the novel opening with Peter and closing with Luke? Why 

these characters? What role does each boy play in Mr. Terupt’s accident, and what brings 

them to forgive one another?  

  

22. Which of the characters could you relate to the most?  Which did you like most? 

  

23. Rate this book on a scale of 1(bad) to 10 (fantastic). 

   

 

 


